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PREFACE

The English textbook for standard VII has been prepared following the guidelines 

given in the National Curriculum Framework, 2005. It has been created to make 

English language learning, both effective and enjoyable. The aim has been to balance 

learning the structures and vocabulary of the language, with learning their use, in 

everyday life. 

The activities have been graded carefully to allow a gradual building of language 

proficiency. The lessons provide effective individual and collaborative learning in pairs 

and groups and enable differentiation in multilevel classrooms. Each unit focuses 

on the themes of natural and social world to stimulate curiosity and imagination, 

engaging both heart and mind. An ICT Corner has been introduced in each unit for the 

first time in a State Board Text Book to develop current digital literacy skills.

How to use the book

♦ The Third Term English Book for Standard VII 

has two units and one play. 

♦ Each unit is planned for a month. 

♦ First two units are divided into sections and 

the third one is combined as it's a speech. 

Each section is designed to initiate and 

sustain the Active Learning process. 

♦ The pictorial warm up page will help 

activate students' own knowledge 

and ideas of the topic.

♦ The digital warm up can be used for 

visualizing the theme to motivate and 

interest learners.

♦ In-Text questions in each section can be 

used for discussion and to check and develop 

comprehension skills.

♦ Digital glossary can be used to listen, to correct 

pronunciation and visualise words.

♦ The ‘Do You Know?’ box can be used to enhance 

general knowledge while initiating spoken 

language. 
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♦	 The warm up picture given at the beginning  

of each section can be used to discuss the 

theme of the poem.

♦	 The focus should be on the enjoyment of the poem 

through exploring imaginary skills & rhythm. 

♦	 The  supplementary section encourages extensive 

reading and appreciation of literature.

♦	 Connecting to Self is based on the values of 

each lesson.

♦	 Project is meant for working in groups and to 

develop collaborative learning.

♦	 The development of higher order thinking skills 

is facilitated by the Steps to Success.

♦	 Students can be encouraged to extend their 

reading activity through learning links section.

♦	 Students can be helped to download the games 

and install them. 

♦	 The activities in ICT Corner will ensure learning 

language skills through websites and app links.

♦	 The illustrations in Picto Grammar will make 

understanding of grammar easy.

♦	 Digital Grammar Games can be used to 

reinforce, to encourage students to play and 

learn easily.

♦	 Language Check Point can highlight points 

of usage to avoid the common mistakes.

♦	 Students can be taken through all the steps of 

writing with the help of pictures and prompts.

♦	 Creative writing can be used to bring out their 

imaginative skill.

♦	 Students can be encouraged to present or 

display their writings in the class.
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Digital Features

Language Skills

English

Key Features

Digi Warm up

e-Glossary

Grammar Games

ICT Corner

Infographics

Writing

Speaking

Reading

Listening

Salient Features

♦	Connecting to self

♦ Think and do

♦	Steps to success

♦	Language Checkpoint

♦ Picto grammar

Literary 
Appreciation

Learning Links

Project Work

Creative Writing

Language Enrichment
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Learning Outcomes

 The learner answers questions orally and in writing on a variety of tests. 

 reads poems.

 engages in conversation with family and friends.

 responds to different kinds of instructions in varied contexts.

 asks and responds to questions based on text.

 reads textual and non textual materials and comprehends.

 identifies details – character's name, ideas, themes and relates to them.

 thinks critically and relates them to life.

 reads to seek information and write messages.

 infers the meaning of unfamiliar words by reading them in contexts.

 writes grammatically correct sentences using determiners.

 learns new words and understands their contextual meanings.

  demonstrates knowledge of the story elements in a A Story of Self Sacrifice 

and Bravery.

  cites evidence for the explicit and implied meaning of the poem and 

appreciates the poetic devices used in the poem.

 differentiate present and  past reported speech.

 develops skill of writing stories.

 appreciates nature and nurtures it.

 communicates softly. 

 answers questions orally and in written form.
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Sl. No. Topic 

CONTENT
Page No. Month

Prose Journey by Train 79

JanuaryPoem Sea Fever * 93

Supplementary Sindbad – My First Voyage 97

3

Prose
A Story of Self Sacrifice and 
Bravery

105

FebruaryPoem Courage 121

Supplementary Man Overboard 125

Play Jane Eyre 136 March

2

Text Book Assessment

* Memoriter 

7th Std English_Term 3.indd   78 26-10-2022   15:38:08



79

1 ProseJourney by Train

1. ______________ 4. ______________

2. ______________ 5. ______________

3. ______________ 6. ______________

Work in pairs. Choose six items which are essential for a camp. Rank their 

priority and justify your answer.

Warm Up
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Section I

Listen to the teacher read this section.

Journey by Train

This extract is taken from the 

classic adventure novel, Around the 

World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne. 

An Englishman, Mr. Phileas Fogg, along 

with his French attendant, Passepartout, 

attempts to go round the world in eighty 

days on a wager of $20,000 (roughly $1.6 

million today) set by his friends at the 

Reform Club.

Read this extract, where Phileas 

Fogg travels through some parts of India 

at a time when the railways were being 

built in the country.

 Some places are spelt differently as 
the book was written over a century ago.

The train had started punctually. 

Among the passengers were a number of 

officers, Government officials and merchants. Passepartout rode in the same carriage 
with Mr.Fogg, and a third passenger occupied a seat opposite to them. This was Sir 

Francis Cromarty, one of the friends Mr. Fogg made on the ship Mongolia that brought 

him to Bombay.

An hour after leaving Bombay the train had passed the bridges and the Island of 

Salcette, and had got into the open country. 

 During the night the train left the mountains behind, and passed Nassik, and the 

next day proceeded over the flat, well-cultivated country of the Khandesh, with its 
straggling villages, above which rose the towers of temples. This fertile territory is 

watered by many small rivers and clear streams, mostly tributaries of the Godavari.

READING
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Passepartout, on waking and looking out, could not believe that he was actually 

crossing India in a railway train. The locomotive, guided by an English engineer and 

fed with coal, threw out its smoke upon cotton, coffee, nutmeg, clove, and pepper 
plantations, while the steam curled in spirals around groups of palm-trees, in the midst 

of which were seen attractive bungalows, viharas (sort of abandoned monasteries), 

and marvellous temples decorated by the rich work of Indian architecture. Then they 

came upon vast areas extending to the horizon, with jungles where snakes and tigers 

lived. These creatures fled at the noise of the train. Then they came to forests where 
elephants stood gazing with sad eyes at the train as it passed. 

At half-past twelve the train stopped at Burhampoor. The travellers made a hasty 

breakfast and started off for Assurghur. Now they travelled along the banks of the small 
river Tapty, which empties into the Gulf of Cambray, near Surat. 

Then towards evening the train entered the valleys of the Sutpour Mountains, 

which separate the Khandesh from Bundelcund. It was three in the morning.

Give a picturesque view through which the train travels.

proceeded - moved

fertile territory - rich vegetated area

locomotive - railway engine

horizon -
the line at which the earth’s surface and the 

sky appear to meet

gazing - look steadily

hasty - quick

Travelling improves memory and reduces the risk of heart diseases. It makes 

us more intelligent and happier. This has been proved by scientists.

GLOSSARY
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Take turns and read this section aloud. 

The train stopped, at eight o’clock, in 

the midst of a clearing some fifteen miles 
beyond Rothal, where there were several 

bungalows, and workmen’s cabins. The 

conductor, passing along the carriages, 

shouted, ‘Passengers will get out here!’ 

Phileas Fogg looked at Sir Francis 

Cromarty for an explanation; but the general 

could not tell why there was a halt in the 

midst of this forest of dates and acacias.

Curious, Passepartout rushed out and 

speedily returned, crying: ‘Monsieur, no 

more railway!’

‘What do you mean?’ asked Sir Francis. 

‘I mean to say that the train isn’t going 

to go any further.’

The general at once stepped out, while 

Phileas Fogg calmly followed him, and they proceeded together to the conductor.

‘Where are we?’ asked Sir Francis.

‘At the hamlet of Kholby.’

‘Do we stop here?’ 

‘Certainly. The railway isn’t finished.’ 

‘What! not finished?’ 

‘No. There’s still a matter of fifty miles to be laid from here to Allahabad, where the 
line begins again.’ 

‘But the papers announced the opening of the railway throughout.’ 

‘What can I tell you, officer? The papers were mistaken.’

‘Yet you sell tickets from Bombay to Calcutta,’ snapped Sir Francis, who was 

growing angry. 

Section II
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‘No doubt,’ replied the conductor; ‘but the passengers know that they must provide 

means of transportation for themselves from Kholby to Allahabad.’ 

Sir Francis was furious. Passepartout would willingly have knocked the conductor 

down, and did not dare to look at Mr.Fogg. 

‘Sir Francis,’ said Mr. Fogg quietly, ‘we will, if you please, look about for some 

means of transport to Allahabad.’ 

‘Mr. Fogg, this is a delay greatly to your disadvantage.’ 

‘No, Sir Francis; it was foreseen.’ 

‘What! You knew that the way—‘ 

‘Not at all; but I knew that some obstacle or other would sooner or later arise on 

my route. Nothing, therefore, is lost.

I have two days, which I have already gained, to sacrifice. A steamer leaves Calcutta 
for Hong Kong at noon, on the 25th. This is the 22nd, and we shall reach Calcutta in 
time.’ 

Discuss and Answer.

1. Why did the train stop in the middle of the forest?

2. Why was Sir Francis angry?

halt - stop

acacia - a thorny tree

snapped - became angry

furious - extremely angry

foreseen - predicted

obstacle - difficulty

Agra is one of the most visited destinations in India. The main reason is the 

Taj Mahal. Agra also has other attractions like the Agra Fort, the Sikandra Fort, Akbar’s 

tomb and many other tourist spots.

GLOSSARY
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Mr. Fogg and Sir Francis Cromarty, after searching the village from end to end, 

came back without having found anything.  

‘I shall go on foot,’ said Phileas Fogg.

 Passepartout, who had now rejoined his master, made an unhappy face, as he 

thought of his magnificent Indian shoes. Happily he too had been looking about him, 
and, after a moment’s hesitation, said, ‘Monsieur, I think I have found a means of 

conveyance.’ 

‘What?’ 

‘An elephant! An elephant that belongs to an Indian who lives but a hundred steps 

from here.’

Kiouni—this was the name of the animal—could doubtless travel rapidly for a long 

time, and, in the absence of any other means of transport, Mr. Fogg resolved to hire him. 

When therefore Mr. Fogg proposed this to the elephant’s owner, he refused point-

blank. Mr. Fogg persisted, offering the excessive sum of ten pounds an hour for the 
loan of the animal to Allahabad. Refused. Twenty pounds? Refused also. Forty pounds? 

Still refused. 

Phileas Fogg, without getting in the least flurried, then proposed to purchase the 

animal outright, and at first offered a thousand pounds for him. The owner, perhaps 
thinking he was going to make a great bargain, still refused. 

Mr. Fogg offered first twelve hundred, then fifteen hundred, eighteen hundred, two 
thousand pounds. Passepartout was fairly white with suspense. At two thousand pounds 

the man yielded. 

‘Good heavens, what a price for an elephant!’ cried Passepartout.

A young man, with an intelligent face, offered his services as a guide, which Mr. 
Fogg accepted, promising so generous a reward as to greatly increased his zeal. The 

elephant was led out and equipped. 

Section III
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The man, who was a skilled elephant driver, covered the elephant’s back with a 

sort of saddle-cloth, and attached to each of its sides some uncomfortable howdahs. 

Phileas Fogg paid the elephant owner with some banknotes which he extracted from the 

famous carpet-bag, an action that made poor Passepartout lose his breath. 

While Sir Francis and Mr. Fogg took the howdahs on either side, Passepartout got 

onto the saddle-cloth between them. The driver perched himself on the elephant’s 

neck, and at nine o’clock they set out from the village, the animal marching off through 
the dense forest of palms by the short cuts.

Jules Verne

Discuss and answer.

1. Which mode of transport did Fogg choose?

2. Did he hire Kiouni? Why?
3. Why was the elephant owner happy with the deal?

hesitation - unwillingness

conveyance transportation

rapidly - quickly

persisted - continued

refused - not willing

point-blank - bluntly

flurried - worried

yielded - accepted

howdahs - a seat for riding on the back of an elephant

carpet-bag -
a travelling bag made of the thick woven fabric 

used for carpet 

perched - positioned

GLOSSARY
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READ AND UNDERSTAND

A. Fill in the table.

Problems Faced By Mr. Fogg  

And His Team
Solution

The train stopped in the middle of the forest.

They couldn’t hire the elephant.

They were in need of an elephant driver.

B. Answer the questions briefly.

1. Who inhabited the jungles that the train passed through?

2. What was the reaction of the inhabitants?

3. What did Mr. Fogg mean by, ‘it was foreseen’?

4. Describe the elephant driver in your own words.

C. Think and Answer.

1.  What qualities of Mr. Phileas Fogg are highlighted in this extract?  

Support your answer with suitable examples.

VOCABULARY

D. Fill in the blanks with correct travel words.

schedule reach book railway pack board

To make travel convenient, we must _______ tickets well in advance. Then we have 

to ___________ our things and _________ our trip. We have to reach the _________ 

station in time and _________the train in order to ___________ our destination.

E. Match the phrasal verbs with their meanings.

Section - A Section – B

Phrasal verbs Meanings

1. set out -  to go somewhere for a short break or holiday

2. pick up -  to begin a journey

3. get away -  to enter a bus, a train or a plane

4. see off -  to leave a bus, a train or a plane

5. get into -  to go to the station to say good bye to someone

6. get off -  to get someone from a place

7th Std English_Term 3.indd   86 26-10-2022   15:38:14



87

F. DICTIONARY TASK

Refer to a dictionary. Find the meaning of the following words and write 

them down.

1. journey - _____________________________________________

2. picnic - _____________________________________________

3. pilgrimage - _____________________________________________

4. tour - _____________________________________________

5. vacation - _____________________________________________

6. excursion - _____________________________________________

Language Check Point

Don't say Say Note

Did you come in 

train?

Did you come by 

train?

Always use the preposition 'by' to indicate  

travel by a vehicle.

I came to office by 
walk.

I came to office on 
foot.

We can say ‘by car’ ‘by bus’ .But we cannot 

say ‘by walk’ as walk is not a means of 

transport used to travel. We walk on our 

feet.

The ship has a team 

of twenty five sailors.
The ship has a 

crew of twenty five 
sailors.

The group of people who work in a ship is 

called  ‘crew’.

LISTENING

G. Listen to the teacher reading the weather forecast and complete the report.

Name of the Cyclone is _____. It may affect the places__________ and ___________. 
Heavy rains are expected on ________and __________. It is ________ away from 

Nagapattinam.
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DIRECT SPEECH: My uncle said 

to me, “I am coming to Chennai 

tomorrow.”

INDIRECT SPEECH: My uncle told 

me that he was coming to Chennai 

the next day.

SPEAKING

H.  Your family has decided to go on a tour during the vacation. You are calling 

a travel agency and seeking information regarding package, places of visit, 

cost etc. Work in pairs and role play as a receptionist and a customer.

PICTO GRAMMAR

Reported Speech

The actual words spoken by a person is Direct Speech. They are enclosed within 

quotation marks.

When we report this later, making changes to the words the speaker originally said, 

it is Reported Speech. (Indirect Speech)

DIRECT SPEECH: Ram said to 

Rakesh, “I want an ice cream.’’

INDIRECT SPEECH: Ram told 

Rakesh that he wanted an ice 

cream.

I want an ice 

cream.

I am coming to Chennai tomorrow.
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DIRECT SPEECH: Monica said,  

“I want to become a doctor.”

INDIRECT SPEECH: Monica said 

that she wanted to become a doctor.

I want to become a doctor.

DIRECT SPEECH: The librarian 

said, “The comic books are kept on 

the second shelf.”

INDIRECT SPEECH: The librarian 

said that the comic books were 

kept on the second shelf.

The comic books are kept 

on the second shelf.

DIRECT SPEECH: Sidharthan 

said, “The monument is beautiful.”

INDIRECT SPEECH: Sidharthan 

said that the monument was 

beautiful. The monument is beautiful.
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USE GRAMMAR

I. Rewrite the story in the past tense.

The boy chases a cat. The cat climbs up the tree and purrs from the branch of the 

tree. The cat jumps to another tree. The boy who is chasing the cat notices a snake under 

the tree. He leaves his attempt to catch the cat and he runs home screaming for help.

J. Look at the picture and complete the following.

This hotel is  

famous for  

masala idli.

Yes! It’s soft 

and spongy.

Mmm... 

They have added Kashmiri 
chilli and spices too.

My sister also  

likes this dish very much.
Yummy...

yummy!  

It’s delicious 

too.
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Nila told Miruthula______________________________. Miruthula said that the 

idly ______________________________. Nila ________________was delicious too. 

She also said that they had added Kashmiri chilli. Miruthula said ___________________
very  much.

WRITING

An itinerary

An itinerary is a detailed plan of a journey. It includes dates, time, stops, activity 

and mode of transport.

K.  Your friend is coming to your city/town to spend a week with you. He/She 

wants to visit some tourist places, and enjoy the special food items of the 

place. Prepare a two day itinerary for the visit.

Day Timing Stopover Activity
Mode of 

Transport

Day 1 Sunday 8.00 am           

                        

                       

                      

Market             

                        

                       

                     

Go shopping for 

clothes/curios 

                       

                                         

Auto                

                        

                       

                     

Day 2 Monday                        
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CREATIVE WRITING

L.  You are waiting to board a train in a railway station. The train is delayed by 

an hour. Write a paragraph about the crowded scene in the railway station 

based on your observation.

vendors tea vendors shops families piles of luggage

porters trolley scroll board announcement ticket counter queue
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1 Poem Sea Fever

Warm Up

Rescue the sinking words!

1.                              .

2.                              .

3.                              .

4.                              .

5.                              .

6.                              .

7.                              .

8.                              .
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I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky,

And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by;

And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s song and the white sail’s shaking,

And a grey mist on the sea’s face, and a grey dawn breaking.

I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide

Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied; 

And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds flying,
And the flung spray and the blown spume, and the sea-gulls crying.
I must go down to the seas again, to the vagrant gypsy life,

To the gull’s way and the whale’s way where the wind’s like a whetted knife;

And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-rover,

And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick’s over.

John Masefield

John Masefield (1878–1967) was an English Poet and writer. He was appointed 
poet laureate of the United Kingdom in 1930.
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